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A Vision Toward Total  
Open Access Research
The Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) is the world’s oldest and larg-
est scientific society dedicated to computer science.  As a member-driven not-
for-profit organization, ACM is governed by its diverse membership of more 
than 100,000 students, faculty and practitioners around the world.  Through 
the governance of its members and volunteer boards, in 2020 ACM announced 
its intention to sustainably transition to full Open Access (OA) research publish-
ing within a five-year period.  

The goal of transitioning to full OA research publishing is central to ACM’s mis-
sion as a scientific society to further innovation in computing.  ACM’s own in-
ternal research has looked at articles made open in its “hybrid OA” publications.  
“Hybrid” refers to publications that allow for authors to make their articles OA 
by payment of an Article Processing Charge (APC) at the time of the article’s ac-
ceptance for publication.  Thus, hybrid OA publications have some articles that 
are open and some that are behind subscription paywall.  ACM has found that 
the articles made OA in these hybrid publications are downloaded and cited at 
increased amounts compared to their paywalled counterparts.  The impacts on 
downloads and citations may be seen in the chart below.  Clearly, OA publish-
ing furthers ACM’s mission to increase collaboration and innovation in comput-
ing; the question was how to accelerate OA publishing in a sustainable way?

For two years ACM worked with a group of research-intensive universities to 
build a so-called “read and publish” licensing model that would allow institu-
tions to continue to access the subscription contents of the ACM Digital Library 
(DL) while also allowing their authors to publish OA in the DL.  The result of this 
work is the licensing model ACM OPEN: A new approach that provides both 
unlimited “reading” and unlimited OA “publishing” for an institution’s corre-
sponding authors. 
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The ACM Executive 
Committee is a directorial 
board comprised of 
volunteers elected 
by ACM membership 
and represents the 
organization’s highest 
governing authority. 
Under its guidance, 
ACM OPEN was created 
to accelerate ACM’s OA 
research publishing 
output. 

Our Vision Toward Total  
Open Access Publishing
The Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) is the world’s oldest and 
largest scientific society dedicated to computer science. As a member-driven 
not-for-profit organization, ACM is governed by its diverse membership of 
more than 100,000 students, faculty, and practitioners around the world. At the 
direction of its members and volunteer boards, ACM announced its intention 
to sustainably transition to full Open Access (OA) research publishing within a 
multi-year period.

The goal of transitioning to full OA research publishing is central to ACM’s 
mission as a scientific society to further innovation in computing. ACM’s own 
internal research has looked at articles made open in its “Hybrid OA” publica-
tions. “Hybrid” refers to publications that allow for authors to make their articles 
OA by payment of an Article Processing Charge (APC) at the time of the article’s 
acceptance for publication, meaning that Hybrid OA publications have some 
articles that are open and some that are behind subscription paywall. ACM has 
found that the articles made OA in these Hybrid publications are downloaded 
and cited at increased amounts compared to their paywalled counterparts.

Usage & Citation Benefit of Paid OA in DL
ACM compared the average number of downloads and citations for research 
articles published behind ACM DL paywall to the average number of  
downloads and citations for research articles published on an Open Access 
basis in the ACM DL.

*  Based on thousands of OA articles published 
in the ACM DL from 2013-2019
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Author Rights  
and Process
In accordance with major funder mandates, the ACM OPEN model provides a 
default Creative Commons CC-BY license for each eligible research article. Although 
CC-BY is the default author license under ACM OPEN, the participating author does 
have the choice to choose any of the Creative Commons license options, or to 
transfer copyright or exclusive publishing rights to ACM if they so wish.

To be sure that their article is accepted for ACM OPEN, authors at ACM OPEN 
participating institutions should be sure to use their institutional email domain 
when submitting the article for review and for author rights choice after  
acceptance. Institutional email domain is the primary means by which ACM is  
recognizing author affiliation for ACM OPEN, so we request that authors do not 
use a generic private domain such as gmail.com or yahoo.com, etc.

Also provided in the ACM OPEN license is the automatic deposit of all research 
articles published by the ACM OPEN-licensed institution into its non-commercial 
institutional repository. This provision includes all such articles published OA in  
their final published Version of Record (“VOR”) form, and all other articles not yet  
published OA in their “Accepted Manuscript” form. It is envisioned that eventually  
all future research articles will be deposited in their VOR form once ACM has 
reached 100% OA research publishing sustainability. 

Creative Commons 
is a nonprofit 
organization that 
provides standardized 
global licenses to grant 
copyright permission for 
creative and academic 
works.  The CC-BY license 
is the most liberal reuse 
license provided by 
Creative Commons, 
and allows reusers to 
distribute, remix, adapt, 
and build upon the 
material in any medium 
or format, provided 
attribution is given to the 
creator.
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